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FIVE PRIORITIES FOR SUCCESS
Improve District and 

School Culture
Ensure Fiscal Responsibility 

and Transparency

Increase Academic 

Achievement and 

Accountability

Develop Our Staff Strengthen Communication 

and Collaboration
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Spring Assessments

• Universal Screener – STAR is used in K5 

through grade 10

– Reading

– Math

• PALS – Foundational reading assessment in 

grades K4 – 2

• Both Assessments are given in English or 

Spanish 
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Early Literacy
English

Spanish

1,682 more students were on-target since fall in early literacy and

797 fewer students were significantly below target on STAR.
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Reading
English

Spanish

1,572 more students were on-target since fall in reading and 

1,928 fewer students significantly below target on STAR.
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Math

English and Spanish assessments are reported together since the math 

content and skills assessment are the same in both languages.

2,232 more students were on-target since fall in math.
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2018-19

• Better align STAR benchmarks to State 

assessment proficiency levels

– Increase students meeting grade-level 

proficiency

– Focus on ESSA goals

– Monitor data to improve report cards
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STAR Early Literacy and STAR Reading

Performance 
Category on STAR

Percentile Rank 
Ranges in 2018-19 

school year

Predicts to WI 
Forward and ACT 

Suite

Significantly Below 
Target

1-10
Below Basic

Well Below Target 11-25

Below Target 26-59 Basic

On Target

60-74 Proficient and Above
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STAR Math

Performance 
Category

Percentile Rank 
Ranges in 2018-19 

school year

Predicts to WI 
Forward and ACT 

Suite

Significantly Below 
Target

1-10
Below Basic

Well Below Target 11-39

Below Target 40-74 Basic

At or Above Target 75 and up Proficient and Above
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Percent of Students Meeting Benchmark on PALS

Fewer students met the benchmark on PALS in K5 and 1st grade from fall to spring.

There was a slight increase in the percent of students meeting benchmark from fall to 

spring in Grade 2, indicating gap closing.
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PALS Cohort Data
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Percent of Students Meeting Benchmark
PALS Español
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Students in our bilingual program show growth and gap closure in 1st and 2nd grades, with 

more students meeting the spring benchmark then met the benchmark in fall.
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PALS Español Cohort Data
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Next Steps

Student 

Achievement

Academic Focus: 

Reading, Writing, 

and Math

Climate and 

Culture

Attendance and 

Enrollment
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Thank you.
Presenters: 

Melanie R. Stewart, Ph.D., Director Research, Assessment & Data

Keith P. Posley, Ed.D., Interim Superintendent


