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Five Priorities for Success
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Cognitive Abilities Test Screener – Composite Score
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Screener Analysis of Local Norms
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Expanding Identification Criteria

• To attain equity and increase representation of 

ethnically diverse students, MPS will use local norms 

to identify students with high ability/high potential to 

meet their advanced learning needs.

• Local norms compare a student’s performance to 

grade-level peers in the same district. 
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Students Identified to Take the Post Screener

National 

Norms

Local 

Norms

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/79da1f6f-7e99-42c2-9543-4c133de6304b/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/79da1f6f-7e99-42c2-9543-4c133de6304b/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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Identified Using

National Norms

Identified Using  

Local Norms

Special education students 7.84% 9.62%

EL status 11.76% 13.67%

Economically disadvantaged 41.18% 50.63%

Female 52.94% 52.91%

Male 47.06% 47.09%

Students Identified to Take the Post Screener
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Age Stanine Distribution: Post Screener Composite Score
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• The CogAT screener identified 204 second-grade students who scored 

in the 7th, 8th, or 9th stanine nationally, making them eligible for the 

post screener. 

• Those identified students came from 52 different schools compared to 

65 schools in 2021, 67 schools in 2019, 73 schools in 2018, and 37 

schools in 2017.

• Twenty-nine percent of students who took the post screener (92) 

scored in the 9th stanine on at least one section of the assessment 

compared to 31% in 2021.

• Additional identification of students at the 8th stanine on at least one 

section of the assessment added 71 students, bringing the total to 131. 

Identified Students from CogAT Screener – Fall 2022
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High Ability/High Potential vs. Gifted

• High ability/high potential students 

are those above the average-ability 

student in a given domain who require 

a Tier 2 response to fully develop their 

talents.

• Gifted students are pupils significantly 

above the average-ability students in a 

given domain who need a Tier 2 or Tier 

3 level of differentiation.
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Identification using Teacher’s Observation of Potential in 
Students (TOPS) in Javits Schools
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Other Services for GT Students

• Grade or subject acceleration

• Flexible grouping

• Access to STEM/STEAM camps

• Summer enrichment camps

• Advanced courses offered during 

Summer Academy for grades 1–5

• Parent engagement activities (e.g., informational

meetings, GT101, family STEM nights, parent support)
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Thank you.

Dr. Keith P. Posley, Superintendent
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