“We further hold that Wisconsin students have a fundamental right to an
equal opportunity for a sound basic education. An equal opportunity for a
sound basic education is one that will equip students for their roles as
citizens and enable them to succeed economically and personally. The
legislature has articulated a standard for equal opportunity for a sound basic
education in Wis. Stat. §§ 118.30(Ig)(a) and 121.02(L) (1997-98) as the
opportunity for students to be proficient in mathematics, science, reading
and writing, geography, and history, and for them to receive instruction in
the arts and music, vocational training, social sciences, health, physical
education and foreign language, in accordance with their age and aptitude.

An equal opportunity for a sound basic education acknowledges that
students and districts are not fungible and takes into account districts with
disproportionate numbers of disabled students, economically disadvantaged
students, and students with limited English language skills.

So long as the legislature is providing sufficient resources so that school
districts offer students the equal opportunity for a sound basic education as
required by the constitution, the state school finance system will pass
constitutional muster.”
Justice Patrick Crooks — Vincent v. Voight,
July 11, 2000
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